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Officers and Contact Information: 

 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: Mr Tom Moore     

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Gordon Allan 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

APIARY MEETINGS 

No scheduled meetings. 

 

The date for collection of Oxalic Acid will be sent out later this month by email.   

Please read the information on page 7 of this edition.  

 

WINTER MEETINGS 

The following talk, by Daisy Day, will take place at the Loxwood North Hall starting at 

7:30pm. 

 

Tuesday 9th December - “How our bees work - a look at their structure and function”  
A Christmas get-together, so a contribution of a few mince pies or sausage 

rolls would be appreciated (or any Christmas Fayre of your choosing). 

 

 

Demonstration: ‘Making Beeswax Products’ - 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th February 2015 

Early booking required (see further details on page 3) 

  

Membership Subscriptions now due! - see the subscription 

renewal form that accompanies this newsletter. 
 

 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

 
 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 

01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DECEMBER 2014 
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Mike Bunyan has been a very regular attendee at both summer and 

winter meetings, but he is leaving us soon to sample beekeeping some 

distance down the M4.  I mention this because Mike has been a tremen-

dous servant to WG and although he has never had a post as such, he 

has quietly and efficiently made a tremendous contribution towards our 

progress and success. 

 

Mike is a very practical man and one of those rarities who sees some-

thing that needs doing, or is asked to do it, and just gets on and does it 

without fuss.  I have relied on him heavily at the apiary and I am certainly going to miss him.  He 

became a good demonstrator with his kind manner and ability to teach people, especially begin-

ners.  He was very good at assessing those who came to the Preliminary sessions, giving fair ap-

praisals of attendees.  

 

Mike could be relied upon to help with practical things like hive making, not only by being gener-

ous with his time, but if we needed some kit he usually brought it with him or had it in his van.  If 

anything needed repairing, Mike would just do it.  His organising ability will be missed at the 

Cranleigh Show, where he excelled at getting things together; and at extraction times. 

 

I recently had a chat with Mike and he told me he couldn't see the point of belonging to something 

and not contributing.  We have certainly had the benefit of that attitude and I suspect it won't be 

too long before some other BKA has the benefit too.  One thing is certain and that is wherever it is 

they will know the benefits of castellated spacers in brood boxes! 

 

Thanks very much Mike for all your help and we look forward to seeing you at some time in the 

future.  If you would like an out apiary I know where there is one! 

 

Roger 

 

Nell and friend 

Her Majesty The Queen was photographed by The 

Daily Mail whilst at an Agricultural show in Aberdeen-

shire. 

 

For those of us involved in the preparation of 

show events, and in particular observation 

hives, here is an alternative ‘beekeeping’ cap-

tion ........... 
 

 I say Mr Elliott, does one have the Risk As-

sessment Form ? 
Mike 
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"Making Beeswax Products" day with Jim Ryan. 
 

Maggie very quickly had a large number of responses, so following some hectic calls we have de-

cided to increase the number of days from two to four.  There have also been invitations to non-

WG members.  If you haven't booked-in and you wish to go, then please do so ASAP, otherwise 

you run the risk of the days being full (see reminder of booking details below).  We have decided 

to open it to everyone after Dec 1st and we expect to put a cap on numbers, so it will be a case of 

FCFS, whoever they are.  Don't be angry if you book late and can't go, when a non-member is! 

 

I have known Jim Ryan several years and he is a typical Irishman!   I tried to talk to him about the 

organisation of the days and his response was "You do what you like and tell me what you have 

done!". That included me asking him if he could do an extra couple of days, when we thought at-

tendances would be too great for the two days we had initially agreed.  He didn't want any fee, but 

I think we should have a collection on each day.  I think we are in for a real treat and I'm sure it 

will be worth it. 

 

I asked in an email if a member had an overhead mirror, but there was a suggestion from Hans 

Wiemann that we video it and project it onto a screen.   There was a further suggestion that it 

could be edited and used for future teaching. Jim Ryan has no problem with that.  If you have the 

necessary equipment please contact me. 

 

Roger 

 

Demonstrations with Jim Ryan on Sunday 1st and Monday 2nd February 2015 

Also now on Tuesday 3rd and Wednesday 4th February 2015 

Start 10.00am, finish around 4.30-5.00pm 

Hampers Green Community Centre. Petworth. Sussex. GU28 9NL 

Map here. http://www.chichester.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=6816&contactid=8259 

 

Booking essential to Maggie Turner - maggie501@btinternet.com.  

 

Cost to cover expenses.   

£5/head for Wisborough Green members, family and partners.  

£10 for non-members. 

 

Payment in cash on the day.   

If you book and are subsequently unable to come, please tell Maggie so someone else 

can take the place. 

 

Refreshments provided, but bring your own lunch. 

 

This is a rare opportunity to see a top demonstrator. 
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What are the magic words? 

 

To cast my eye around Loxwood Village Hall on 15th November at our 

annual supper and see and hear so many of you attempting to make queen 

bees with your modelling balloons was one of the funniest things I have 

seen for a while.  If you weren't there, you missed what was truly entertain-

ing entertainment - thank you Hans - and yes we remember - beekeeping is fun! 

 

Thank you also to all of you who brought such delicious food - especially naughty this 

year was the selection of puddings and I know that at least one member tried four dif-

ferent ones and enjoyed them all!  I won't name names. 

 

The bee supper is a great team event and is only possible because of many members’ efforts.  

Thank you to everyone who pitched in to help.  Well done also to everyone who was awarded 

exam certificates this year and trophies from the honey show.  Let's make sure next year's is as 

good or even better. 

 

Anyone who would like to come forward and provide the entertainment please contact me. 

 

Daisy 

 

 

 

 

Our annual Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day will take place at Pulbrough Village Hall on Satur-

day 7th March 2015.  This annual event will be in its tenth year.   

 

The one day course is designed to provide information to beginners as well as those wishing to 

improve their beekeeping.  The presentations will be by very experienced Wisborough Green 

beekeepers with other members available during break times to provide advice and information. 

 

Included in the ticket price are teas and coffees, a buffet lunch, and the all important informa-

tion booklet.  Many of us still refer to our copies of the booklet even though it is several years 

since we attended the Beginners’ Day as potential beekeepers. 

 

Further information and Booking Form can be found on the Wisborough Green BKA’s website 

www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html 

 

This one day event will make an excellent Christmas present for family and friends interested in 

beekeeping.  Why not treat them to a unique present (it will make a change from jumpers and 

socks!) 

 

Contact Gordon if you would like an email voucher to give as a present. 

 

Gordon Allan 01798 343470, email petworthgordon@btopenworld.com to book. 

http://www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html
mailto:petworthgordon@btopenworld.com
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Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

As I write this article during the first week of December, the temperature outside is what we usu-

ally expect at this time of year, a cool 5oC.  When I last called into the apiary it was a warm 13oC  

and all the colonies were busy foraging and bringing-in pollen  - it was 29th November! 

 

If you read page 8 of this newsletter, you will see that Oxalic Acid solution will again be available 

to members free of charge this winter.  A year has passed since we last undertook this exercise and 

new members, or those who have only obtained bees of their own this season, may be wondering 

what is involved.  Therefore, I have decided to repeat part of my article first published in January 

2014 (with slight modification).  I hope it will help new members and refresh the memories of oth-

ers.  If you are still interested, then read on ............  

 

 

 

 

A beekeeping task we consider at this time of year is the application of Oxalic Acid.  Oxalic Acid 

is toxic to humans and Tom has already suggested precautions to be taken when using the solution 

(see article on page 7).  

 

I have an Oxalic Acid ‘kit’ that I use each year, keeping every-

thing safely stored and out of harms way.  The ‘kit’ consists of 

a syringe, a pair of marigold gloves, disposable gloves, and two 

suitable plastic containers for the Oxalic Acid; a one pint milk 

container, and an empty vitamin pill canister. The pill canister 

has a neck wide enough for the syringe, which makes filling 

the syringe easy.  Oxalic Acid is hazardous and, therefore, both 

the plastic containers have been marked clearly to this effect, 

using permanent marker pen.  All the items are then placed in a 

plastic box, which in a previous life contained a first aid kit 

(please note that it is not imperative for your kit to be sponsored by a car manufacturer!). 

 

Novice beekeepers who have not yet experienced the use of Oxalic 

Acid may like to make themselves a similar kit in preparation for the 

collection day.  With Christmas fast approaching, and the usual abun-

dance of chocolates, there may well be a ready supply of plastic 

boxes / tubs to hold your own personal Oxalic Acid kit. 

 

Don’t forget to monitor your emails for notification of the designated 

time for the distribution of Oxalic Acid.  Please remember to take a 

suitable container with you to the collection point.  The container should be empty, clean and dry!   

 

If it’s a cold day I suggest you wear something warm to the apiary, as you invariably find yourself 

standing around chatting to fellow members whom you haven’t seen since the bee supper! 

 

Caroline 
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Not to be missed!  A date for your diary. 

West Sussex Beekeepers Annual Convention 

Saturday 28th February 2015, 9.30am – 4.30 pm  

Lodge Hill, Pulborough. 

 

Final touches are being made to the programme and, yet again, we have an impressive combina-

tion of lectures and seminars with something for everyone, beginner to expert.  You will be sure to 

find talks to interest you and so please book the date in your diary now. 

 

It will be our privilege to welcome the main speakers in 2015 - Dan Basterfield, Heidi Herrmann 

and Ron Hoskins. 

 

Dan is a commercial beekeeper and celebrated national speaker from Devon and is heavily in-

volved with the education of beekeepers at all levels.  The title of his main talk is ‘Read the Bees 

and Act Accordingly’. 

 

Heidi is based in Sussex and is a co-founder and trustee of the Natural Beekeeping Trust.  Heidi 

gives talks and runs workshops for like-minded enthusiasts and we will have encountered her on a 

number of occasions, promoting natural beekeeping in the press and on TV.  Her talk is on 

‘Natural Beekeeping’. 

 

Ron is a founder member of the Swindon Honeybee Conservation Group and has become well 

known for his work to combat the Varroa mite by hygienic bee behavior rather than chemicals.  He 

will be sharing the successes of ‘The Swindon Bee Project’. 

 

Dan and Ron will both be presenting a seminar as well as their main lectures and, as usual, there 

will be other seminars to choose from - Max Watkins on ’Hornet Floors & the latest Varroa treat-

ments’, Dr Terry Allan on ’Bee Sting Allergies’, David Sandwell on ’Showing Honey and other 

things’ and Monica Lucas on ‘Bee Friendly Flowers’. 

 

A simple lunch will be included and there will be lots of opportunities to catch up with fellow bee-

keepers from around the county.  Paynes will bring a range of equipment and books to the conven-

tion, so don’t forget your shopping list! 

 

Further details will soon be available on the WSBKA web site and will be sent out with the book-

ing form attached in next month’s newsletter. 
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We will be offering oxalic acid solution to members free of charge again this winter. This will be 

available at Dounhurst on one fixed occasion, details to be circulated by email once we can assess 

the right time, but likely to be in the last few days of December or the first week of January.  This 

will be when we expect colonies to be broodless or nearly so, and the bees clustered fairly tightly.  

On the same day we will have a meeting to treat the Division's bees, so those who have not yet ex-

perienced this treatment will have an opportunity to take part and learn. 

 

If you would like some oxalic acid solution you must email Tom - stone.house@btinternet.com  - 

the number of colonies you intend to treat. Make sure you get a reply. You will need to bring your 

own container to collect the syrup solution, which will be about 40ml per colony.  Plastic is best, 

as oxalic acid can attack metal lids on glass containers; clean plastic milk containers (if lids are 

leakproof) or small drinks bottles are suitable.  A few 50ml syringes suitable for use with oxalic 

acid are available at £1.25 each. 

 

If you are unable to collect from Dounhurst on the arranged date you can make arrangements with 

Tom to collect from Petworth in the few days immediately after.  The solution will not be made up 

until the day before application/distribution and should not be stored for long, so availability is for 

a short time only.  Under no circumstances should you use old solution (e.g. left over from last 

year) as this could cause serious harm. 

 

We will not be giving specific advice to members on the use of Oxalic Acid but can refer you to 

reliable sources. However we will provide directions for use as follows:- 

 

Oxalic Acid – Directions for Use 

You have been/will be supplied with a 1:1 sugar syrup solution (1kg sugar in 1 litre distilled wa-

ter) containing oxalic acid, for use as a hive cleanser and as recommended as one element in a pro-

gramme for Varroa control.  The solution is at a concentration of 3.2% oxalic acid (weight/

volume), more commonly expressed as a 4.5% oxalic acid dehydrate solution. 

 

Caution - oxalic acid is toxic to humans.  Please take great care and avoid skin contact or breathing 

fumes.  We recommend the use of rubber gloves when handling.  WGBKA will not accept any 

liability following use of this product. 

 

Application - trickle 5ml of solution directly onto the bees in each occupied seam of the hive, us-

ing a plastic syringe.  The solution should go directly onto the bees, not onto the top bars.  Avoid 

metal parts.  Ideally the air temperature should be above zero degrees Celsius; keep the hive open 

for as short a time as possible. 

 

You should record the date and quantity of oxalic acid used, as a part of your permanent records. 

 

Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping ex-

periences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs for 

the January edition no later than the 24th December.   
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 


